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Topics

ÅUniform standards

ÅTypes of uniforms

ÅUniform descriptions

ÅProper placement of ribbons, name tags & devices

ÅGrooming standards

ÅWhere to procure your uniforms
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Uniform Standards

The word ñuniformòimplies consistency and 
conformance to certain standards. 

Auxiliary Manual COMDTINST M16790.1G 

Chapter 10 ïSection C.3

Uniformity in Grooming and Appearance
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Uniform Standards

ÅWear the uniform with Pride!

ÅYOU are a representative of the U.S. Coast Guard and the U.S. 
Coast Guard Auxiliary.

ÅElected and Appointed officers are expected to set the example.

ÅHuman Resources staff (FSO/SO/DSO-HR) can assist with your 
Uniform questions.

ÅUniform Standards are established by:
ÅUSCG Uniform Regulations Manual ïCOMDINST M1020.6 (series)

ÅUSCG Auxiliary Manual ïCOMDINST M16790.1 (series)

ÅUniform Board announcements & ALCOAST/ALAUX messages.
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Uniform Board 47 Changes
September 2017

Dress White Uniform Changes

Cold Weather Cap

ODU T-Shirt
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Common Uniforms
Worn by Coast Guard 

Auxiliary Members
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Tropical Blue

ÅLight blue CG uniform shirt, short sleeve. 

ÅThe Overblouse or Maternity shirt, untucked, may be worn 
by women in lieu of the light blue CG uniform shirt. 

ÅCG Service Dress Blue trousers.

ÅBlack socks and shoes.

ÅShoulder boards, name tags, ribbons, qualification devices.

ÅV-neck T-shirt (No crew neck T-shirt). 

ÅGarrison cap or Combination cap.
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Tropical Blue
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Womenôs Overblouse or Maternity
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Ribbons, Name Tags, Devices, & Insignia

Insignias & Ribbons on 

wearerôs left

Auxiliary Devices & Badges 

on wearerôs right 
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Operational Dress Uniform (ODU)
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Operational Dress Uniform (ODU)

ÅWorn for Surface Operations unless otherwise specified or authorized 
(Districts vary on specifics).

ÅMay be worn while commuting.

ÅSleeves shall be worn up or down unless specifically prescribed.

14



`

Operational Dress Uniform (ODU)

ÅBoots, high top, lace up are worn.

ÅDeck shoe is an authorized option for operations and or vessel 
exams, when wearing either ODU, Optional ODU, Optional VE, or Hot 
Weather uniform.

ÅODU trousers are worn bloused with boots. They are worn un-
bloused with boat shoes, only when conducting vessel safety checks, 
underway on an Auxiliary operational facility, commuting to or from a 
point of Auxiliary patrol or safety check activity, or specifically 
authorized by a Coast Guard order issuing authority.
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Operational Dress Uniform (ODU)

ÅSew-on cloth nametapes, USCG AUXILIARY, and devices must be 
the full width directly above pocket.

ÅSew-on or Velcro cloth member and officer collar devices (depending 
on District policy), are worn  with black ñAò for officer devices. Collar 
and Cap devices must match.

ÅDirect embroidery, plastic name tags, and metal devices other than 
device worn on the ballcap are prohibited.
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Operational Dress Uniform (ODU)

ÅThe dark blue crew neck tee-shirt with or without ñUSCG AUXILIARYò 
embroidered or screen printed on the front left chest is worn. 

Å(Plain blue ODU T-shirt is now authorized per UB 47).

ÅBelt is black web belt with subdued open-faced buckle or basic 
riggers belt.

ÅUSCG Auxiliary ball cap, or Tilley hat obtained from an appropriate 
source may be worn with the ODU. Cap devices must match the 
collar devices.

ÅTucked version of the ODU is authorized for Auxiliary wear until no 
longer serviceable and not authorized for wear with untucked blouse 
(No longer serviceable means no holes, tears, faded).
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Winter Dress Blue
ÅAvailable for wear between November 1 to March 31.

ÅMay be worn unless Service Dress Blue is more 
appropriate or specified.

ÅCoast Guard blue winter shirt (long sleeve) and blue 
trousers.

ÅCoast Guard blue tie.

ÅBlack shoe and socks.

ÅMetal collar devices, (placed one inch from front and 
lower portion of the collar.

ÅName tag, ribbons, qualification devices.

ÅGarrison or Combination cap.

ÅApproved outerwear: 
ÅWindbreaker, Bridge Coat, Trench Coat, Foul Weather Parka, 

Cardigan Sweater or Wooly-Pully sweater
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Winter Dress Blue
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How to wear the U.S. Coast Guard Auxiliary uniform 

General Information
ÅHats should be worn squarely on the head.

ÅTropical shirt will be worn with only with the top button open.

ÅSleeves should not be rolled up, except when authorized.

ÅBottom of pants should touch shoe tops.

ÅWomenôs skirt hemline will be: 
Åno higher than the crease in the back of the knee.

Åno lower than two inches below the crease in the back of the knee.

ÅBracelets, necklaces, wristwatches, ID bracelets and rings must be 
conservative, noncontroversial, and in good taste.

ÅNo more than 2 rings on each hand.
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Dress Uniforms
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Service Dress Blue (SDB) Bravo- Women
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Service Dress Blue (SDB) - Women

Å CG Service Dress Blue coat with silver buttons.

Å CG Service Dress Blue trousers.

Å Light blue CG uniform shirt, long or short sleeve.

Å Blue skirt or pants.

Å Coast Guard Blue Tab Tie.

Å Stockings (plain) with the skirt.

Å Black pumps with low heels, dress shoes, or flats shined.

Å Sleeve lace with sleeve shield.

Å Worn with ribbons, breast insignia, qualification devices and name tag.

Å Combination Cap or Garrison Cap are authorized for wear. 

Å Appropriate for classrooms, meetings and similar functions.

Å Outerwear: 

Å Trench Coat, Bridge Coat, Foul Weather Parka Windbreaker, Cardigan Sweater, or Wooly-Pully sweater may 
be worn in lieu of SDB jacket, when appropriate.

Service Dress Blue ALPHA- Option The Service Dress Blue Alpha uniform requires a white long-sleeved shirt 
and may be prescribed by Coast Guard command authority or Auxiliary unit leadership for evening functions 
and for situations that require more formality than the Service Dress Blue Bravo uniform but less than the Full 
Dress or Dinner Dress uniforms. It is appropriate for solemn occasions such as funerals.
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Service Dress Blue (SDB) ïBravo Men
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Service Dress Blue (SDB) Bravo - Men
Å CG Service Dress Blue coat with silver buttons.

Å CG Service Dress Blue trousers.

Å Light blue CG uniform shirt, long or short sleeve.

Å Black socks and shoes.

Å Sleeve lace with sleeve shield.

Å Worn with ribbons, breast insignia, qualification devices and name tag.

Å Combination cap and Garrison cap are authorized for wear. 

Å Appropriate for classrooms, meetings and similar functions.

Å Outerwear: 

Å Trench Coat, Bridge Coat, Foul Weather Parka, Windbreaker, Cardigan Sweater, or Wooly Pully sweater may be 
worn in lieu of SDB jacket, when appropriate.

Å Service Dress Blue ALPHA- Option The Service Dress Blue Alpha uniform requires a white long-sleeved shirt and 
may be prescribed by Coast Guard command authority or Auxiliary unit leadership for evening functions and for 
situations that require more formality than the Service Dress Blue Bravo uniform but less than the Full Dress or 
Dinner Dress uniforms. It is appropriate for solemn occasions such as funerals.
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Dinner Dress Blue Uniform
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Dinner Dress Blue Uniform

ÅThe Dinner Dress Blue uniform may be prescribed and worn for 
formal evening occasions.

ÅUniform components are the same as Service Dress Blue, but with 
white shirt and plain male black bow tie or female black neck tab.

ÅMiniature medals and devices are worn.

ÅName tag is not worn.

ÅThe Combination Cap is worn.
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Dinner Dress Blue Jacket Uniform
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Dinner Dress Blue Jacket Uniform

ÅThe Dinner Dress Blue Jacket uniform may be prescribed and worn for 
formal evening occasions.

ÅThe jacket is the standard U.S. Coast Guard / U. S. Navy Dinner Dress 
Blue jacket uniform which is black in color.

ÅWomenôs floor length or conventional length skirt.

ÅSleeve piping are worn on the jacket.

ÅFour large silver Coast Guard Auxiliary buttons for male jacket and six 
small Coast Guard Auxiliary buttons for female jackets.

ÅA silver chain with medium size Auxiliary buttons on each end close the 
male jacket and female jacket is worn open.

ÅA black bow tie (male) and black tab tie (female).

ÅThe Combination cap is worn.
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Dinner Dress White Uniform
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Dinner Dress White Jacket Uniform 
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Dinner Dress White Jacket Uniform

ÅThe Dinner Dress White Jacket uniform may be prescribed and worn for 
formal evening occasions.

ÅThe jacket is the standard U.S. Coast Guard / U.S. Navy White Mess 
jacket.

ÅWomenôs floor length or conventional length skirt.

ÅHard shoulder boards are worn on the jacket.

ÅThe two gold buttons down each forepart are replaced with two large silver 
Coast Guard Auxiliary buttons.

ÅAA silver chain with medium size Auxiliary buttons on each end close the 
male jacket and female jacket is worn open 

ÅA black bow tie(male) and black tab tie(female). 

ÅThe Combination cap is worn.
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Dress White Uniform 

ÅThe Dress White uniform is for wear for 
Commodores and AUX Clergy as prescribed

ÅThe jacket is the standard Coast Guard (Navy) 
White  jacket

ÅWomenôs conventional length skirt or slacks

ÅHard shoulder boards are worn on the jacket

ÅSilver Coast Guard Auxiliary buttons

ÅWhite socks

ÅWhite Dress shoes

ÅRibbons, breast devices, and name plate
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ODU Member and Office Devices
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ODU Outerwear

Foul Weather Parka II (FWP)
(note: the fleece FWP liner with insignia tab is 

authorized as stand alone outerwear).

ODU Utility Jacket 
(Enhanced Foul Weather liner) This 

Liner can only be worn with the Foul 
Weather Parka or the ODU Uniform. 
It cannot be worn as a stand alone 

item with any other uniform..
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Foul Weather Parka Devices 

ÅThe Foul Weather Parka (FWPII) fabric office device is a mandatory 
uniform item for the parka shell.

ÅThe device is required on the Parka Liner/ODU Utility Jacket when 
worn as a standalone exterior garment.

ÅWear of metal office insignia is not authorized.
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Foul Weather Parka Wear

ÅThe Foul Weather Parka II (worn with or without the liner) is 
authorized for wear with the Operational Dress Uniform (ODU), 
Tropical Blue, Winter Dress Blue, and Service Dress Blue.

ÅThe Parka Liner/ODU Utility Jacket can only be worn as standalone 
outerwear with the Operational Dress Uniform (ODU).
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Details to Foul Weather Parka Wear
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Wooley Pulley
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ÅWorn with Tropical Blue Uniform.

ÅWorn with enhanced shoulder boards only when 
worn with Tropical uniform.

ÅWorn with Winter Dress Blue.

ÅNote: When worn with Winter Dress Blue, no 
enhanced shoulder boards are worn, insignias are 
worn on collars only.
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Cardigan Sweater
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ÅWorn with Tropical Blue Uniform.

ÅWorn with enhanced shoulder boards only when 
worn with Tropical uniform.

ÅAll buttons shall be buttoned to the top.

ÅNote: When worn with Winter Dress Blue, no 
enhanced shoulder boards are worn, insignias are 
worn on collars only.
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Left Side of Uniform
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ÅRibbons & Qualification Insignias.

ÅLowest row of ribbons is centered ıò above top of the left pocket.

Å1st breast insignia is centered ıò above ribbons.

Å2nd breast insignia is centered ıò below top of left pocket.
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Right Side of Uniform
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ÅDevices & Badges

ÅName plate is centered ıò above top of right pocket.

Å Last name or first and last name may be displayed. AUXMAN Chp. 10 section 
F.3 pertains.

ÅAUXOP device is centered ıò above the name plate.

Å Past Officer device is center on left pocket flap between the button and flap 
seem.

Å Recruiting badge is centered on right pocket.

ÅNational Staff badge is centered on left pocket. Two sizes of National Staff 
badges are authorized. The larger badge is worn on the Service Dress 
Blue (SDB) and the smaller badge is worn on the Tropical Blue/Winter 
Dress Blue Uniform. Women have the option to wear the smaller badge 
on the SDB.

ÅWomen may wear the staff badge above the name plate, and wear the AUXOP 
device below the name tag.
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Womenôs Overblouse & Maternity Uniform Shirt 
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ÅThese uniforms shirts are very similar to the Tropical Light Blue Uniform Shirt. 

ÅThe difference is that neither of these uniform items have pockets on the left or right sides of the 
shirt and is designed to be worn untucked outside of the trousers. 

ÅRemember, the Tropical Blue Uniform Shirt with pockets should never be worn untucked.

ÅThe Name tag on the women's light blue over blouse or maternity uniform will be worn so that it is  
level and centered on the right side of the shirtfront in the same approximate position that it would 
be worn on a properly fitting light blue shirt with pockets. Individuals are to adjust placement of 
nametag to allow for shirt size and individual body proportions to achieve appropriate appearance.

ÅOffice and other insignia, badges, and nametags are worn in the same manner on the overblouse
and maternity uniforms as on the corresponding uniforms they replace. Minor adjustments in 
placement are authorized to prevent discomfort and to present an orderly and balanced 
appearance.



`

AUX Food Service Prep Uniform
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Å Auxiliary ODU Ball Cap with Member Device only

Å Navy blue polo shirt with Auxiliary logo only

Å ODU T-shirt (optional)

Å Khaki trousers

Å Brown leather belt

Å White socks

Å Athletic shoes or Chefôs clogs

AUX Food Service Polo Uniform 
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AUX Food Service Work Uniform
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Å Auxiliary ODU Ball Cap with Member Device only, or chefôs skull cap

Å White Chefôs coat, short sleeve with stand-up collar, no trim, clear or white buttons, no insignia, 
devices, logos, or decorations

Å Black or blue italic upper and lower cased embroidered last name on right breast side, U.S. 
Coast Guard Auxiliary on left breast side

Å White T-shirt

Å Black trousers or ODU pants

Å Belt

Å White or black socks

Å Black athletic shoes or Chefôs clogs, or Safety boots if wearing ODU pants

AUX Food Service Work Uniform



`

AUX Food Service VIP Uniform
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AUX Food Service VIP Uniform

Å Auxiliary ODU Ball Cap with Member Device only, or option not to wear

Å White Chefôs coat, long sleeve with stand up collar, no trim, French knot buttons, no insignia, 
devices, logos, or decorations

Å Black or blue italic upper and lower cased embroidered last name on right breast sided, U.S. 
Coast Guard Auxiliary on left breast side

Å White T-shirt

Å Black trousers 

Å Belt

Å Black socks

Å Black Dress shoes or Chefôs clogs
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Coast Guard Auxiliary Covers
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Cap devices

ÅMetal device on the ball cap must match ODU collar devices.

ÅMetal device on the garrison cap must match shoulder boards or collar 
devices.

ÅSmall metal devices are worn on caps for menôs and womenôs 
uniforms.

ÅLarge metal devices are reserved for outerwear only.
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Which Cover to Wear
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Combination Cap
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ÅCan be worn with most uniforms.

ÅMenôs and Womenôs styles.

ÅThe combination caps for Auxiliarists 
holding elected office of DCDR and 
above and commensurate appointed 
office are adorned with one or two rows 
of silver oak leaves and acorns.

ÅBlue cap band for Auxiliary.

ÅSilver braided cap strap.

ÅAuxiliary silver screw posts.
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Garrison Cap
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ÅCan be worn with Tropical Blue, Winter 
Dress Blue, and Flight Suit

ÅMay be authorized for wear with 
Service Dress Blue
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Garrison Cap

ÅWorn with small cap device (wearerôs left) and small metal insignia of 
office or member insignia (wearerôs right).
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Detailed to Garrison Cap wear
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ODU Ball Cap
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